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Assignment 1 lo©
Part 1
There were many stories in part one of the Appy book that caught my attention. Some in different ways than ~of 5

others. The one that had the greatest impact on me was that of Phan Xuan Sinh. It vgguld be such a heart_
wrenching experience to be in a war in general. Always needing to be on your toes, ot knowing when you v
could be attacked or shot at. So when Phan told his story about ambushing near the beach south of Danang it
really caught my attention. Just imagining being there at one or two in the morning hardly being able to see
really opened my eyes. The fact that they started firing before they could really even see who or what they
were firing at. How the boats got closer and saw what they thought looked like "many rifles silhouetted

‘\\5,. against the sky" and a full boat load of Viet Cong. I couldn't imagine the feeling of what it would have been

/7 -
e /
LW

A

v
* “next time. It's just an experience that is hard to imagine without seeing it first hand. I tend to think this
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like to open fire on the boats only to realize there wasn't any return fire coming back to them. Then to find

out they had accidentally opened fire on a large group of fisherman would be heartbreaking. It really made

me think about how in warfare it's better to be safe than sorry. The fact that you never know who it really —~$ "
could be coming at you in the boat. After this experience it see W could think twice in this situation if it A= .
happened again. If you do that and it really is soldiers next time thefi you open yourself up to getting hurt o, A

speaKer is a reliable source from the way the story was told. He seemed to remember many exact details.

Like the things they thought were guns turned out to be fishing poles. You never know exactly what

happened when you get a single persons point of view, after all they are speaking on what they saw through

their eyes. They couldn't have possibly seen everything. Yet, I feel that Phan had a gﬁ?ii_ffr____‘_elinq)f what

happened that night and did a great job of re telling this to us as the audience. 0 PP, PoL T Jeo
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Part 2 A’LP OQ()

In regards to a story I found disappointing, 7{ere really hasn't been one that I would have to call
disappointing. I have enjoyed getting to read these and really see from first person accounts what it may have
been like to be a part of this conflict. If there was one that wasn't my favorite it would be the story of Henry
Prunier about the "Deer Team". It was something that just seemed like a little extra information. I was kind of
disappointed in the way he thought the Vietnamese were viewed as a whole by us. As being "ragtag". It made
me think that we had severely underestimated the strength of the Vietnamese. That we thought they were a

\wJ W ragtag people and could easily be walked over without a fight. He told us that they were actually a very smart
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blindfolded after only doing it once. §o like I'said
7 the way Wwe were at the start of this conflift.

group of people. Considering the fact he said many of them could put together an M1 from pieces
d7 I wasn't disappointed with the story. More disappointed in

e point of view and underestimation of a Nation. I feel if we , ,~

had given them more credit originally thanthe war may have been a different story. By
v J/"""/AC"V“/ Wt 7 : C/DN

It can be a hard thing to find a positive aspect of such a terrible, bloody war. It was hard for me to pick one of

the individual stories that we have read so far and try to make it into something "good". As many of these

stories are presented in a negative light, or at least have negative influences on us. I think part of it in the

back of my mind, As an Americal} it's just hard to find something positive out of the Vietnam conflict. The

one thing that I keep coming back to in regardé to positivity has come out of more than one of the stories,

And is something that is a part of all wars. The idea of brotherhood, We see this a lot. The fact that these guys

were in such a horrible thing, together experiencing it at the same time. The relationships that are built

through an experience like this are never going to go away. To know that you weren't the only one who had to

deal with this. That is how I find positivity in such a horrible event. So many times have the storytellers

mentioned their friends they made while fighting. It's almost that the lucky ones to make it back became

somewhat of an extended family. Sharing that experience seems to be a form of release for them. I find this

to be the best way to find and make some "good" come out of this. The relationships that will last a lifetime =
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and will never be forgotten. ~
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